
 

 
 

NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

December 5, 2022, 7:00 P.M. 

Senior Center, 275 Prospect St & via GoToMeeting 

PRESENT:   
Members: Ernie Paciorkowski, Brian Hachey, Rob Bamber, Debbie Holmwood, Joe Sheehan & 

Associate Member, Derek Mason 

Also present: Sarah Bouchard, Assistant Planner 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Paciorkowski, at approximately 7:23 p.m. (due to audio 

difficulties), who opened with an introduction of guidelines for virtually held meetings via the 

platform GoToMeeting.  

 

Public Hearings & Site Plan Reviews: 

 
1. 32 Broadway: Request for Site Plan Approval (continued from 11/7/22) 

McDonalds, James Cranston PE, Bohler Engineering  

 

Mr. Cranston introduced himself and the operators at the 32 Broadway franchise location; Paul 

Farron and Lynn Seminole.  He reviewed the work that was previously completed.  He stated that 

they looked at how more landscaping and curbing would affect trucks navigating to the back of the 

side and determined that it would cause operational issues.  He also added that zoning bylaw 6.4.1 

only required changes if adding 7 or more parking spaces which he said was not the case with the 

current application.  

Mr. Paciorkowski acknowledged that the request for additional landscaping/curbing was just an 

"ask" and noted that Mr. Halkiotis had done a final inspection and the previous project was in 

compliance.  

Board members, the engineer, and the applicant discussed the drive-thru and set up, inclusive of 

pedestrian crossing, signage/railing, and painting or power washing the wall,  

The Chair opened the floor to the public.  There were no comments made. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Sheehan made a motion to close the public hearing. 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Hachey. 

VOTE: 5-0. Motion passed.   

 

MOTION: Mr. Sheehan made a motion to approve. 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Hachey. 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked the applicant to look into painting or power washing the wall. 

VOTE: 5-0. Motion passed.   

 

2. 32-34 Day Street: Request for Sign Site Plan Approval 

Physical Therapy & Sports Rehab, Inc., John Vacovec  
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Due to an emergency, Mr. Vacovec was unable to attend.  Ms. Bouchard encouraged the Board to 

approve the application as the applicant would be replacing the sign in the exact same footprint, 

font, and color as the previous one. She noted that it was a foot over what was allowed as was the 

previous sign that was being replaced.  

Mr. Sheehan noted that it matched exactly what the neighboring business had for signage. 

Ms. Bouchard said the applicant would also be adding decals on the windows which were not part 

of the professional sign but rather they were considered an auxiliary sign. 

She stated that the decals cannot exceed 30% of each window space which the applicant is aware 

of and agreed to.  She said the intention was to provide some privacy in the waiting area. 

Ms. Bouchard referred the Members to the decal samples provided with the application. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Sheehan made a motion to approve. 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Hachey. 

VOTE: 5-0. Motion passed.   

 

Planning Board Business: 

 

• Approval of 295 Dean Street subdivision street name, Brothers Way 

The Chair noted that the Town, DPW, Police, and Fire Depts. had all vetted the name. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Sheehan made a motion to approve. 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Hachey. 

VOTE: 5-0. Motion passed.   

 

• Review of draft 2023 Meeting Schedule  

It was noted that May 8th might be the date of Town Meeting and that other changes may be 

needed in the future. Ms. Bouchard said members could email her with any scheduling 

conflicts that arise.  The Board was amenable to the proposed 2023 schedule. 

 

• Discussion of potential zoning amendments for March Town Meeting 

Ms. Bouchard stated the March Town Meeting is primarily for land use articles and that now 

was the time to think about amendments to be put forth. She offered the following suggestions:  

 

o An update to the floodplain overlay district bylaw, required by the State. 

 

o A housekeeping article to clean up the bylaws; typos, errors, needed numbering 

corrections, but nothing substantial in terms of changes. Mr. Paciorkowski suggested 

members review the bylaws and email Sarah with any errors that they may find.   

 

o Revising Section 1.5.2 in response to public feedback as it relates to how hearing 

notices are given regarding zoning amendments.  She suggested adding language 

about when we might send notice to affected properties proposed to be rezoned.  

Currently it gives a lot of discretion of deciding who is a party-of-interest. Ms. 

Bouchard asked Members to create language to firm up and expand the Board's 

authority and obligation to provide notifications and also to set a standard for 

notifications. She noted that this it would be above and beyond what is required by 

State Law. She suggested creating a clear definition of "abutter" and "party of 

interest". Ms. Bouchard said that clear language establishing a standard would create 

notification consistency.  Ms. Holmwood said even though it would be an added 

expense (postage cost) she felt that it would be a good use of funds.  
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o Ms. Bouchard stated they had a zoning amendment fully ready that would create 

restrictions for commercial kennel uses in residential districts to address issues that 

have arisen; noise, smell, pet waste. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski noted the need for revision to the density related to the Downtown Overlay 

District but not for the March Town Meeting.  He acknowledged that it was too big of a bylaw 

to tackle in that short a period of time but said it was an important issue to be addressed in the 

future. 

Ms. Holmwood discussed a potential amendment that she had spoken about with Mr. Halkiotis 

related to tightening up the landscaping language (types of plantings). Ms. Bouchard said there 

should be a requirement that the applicant have a registered landscape architect submit a letter 

certifying that the landscaping was consistent with the approved plans and provide a list of the 

plantings as opposed to the Planning Dept. having to perform an inspection which would 

involve counting and identifying hundreds of plantings.   

 

Discussion was had regarding the timing of the public hearings for the proposed amendments. 

 

Adjournment. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Sheehan made a motion to adjourn. 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Bamber. 

VOTE: 5-0. Motion passed.   

 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:15 p.m. 

Next hybrid meeting: December 19, 2022, 7 p.m. at the Norwood Senior Center, 275 Prospect St. & 

remotely via GoToMeeting.         

 


